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       ith an eye on the future, the NEP speaks to all aspects of education 
during our times. This policy is in many ways radically different from all its 
predecessors, and it looks at our educational requirements in a new way. 
The makers of the policy have given special emphasis on learning to be 
holistic, experiential, integrative, and enjoyable. It at ‘real understanding 
and towards learning how to learn’. I say with great satisfaction that one 
of its loftier goals is to bring two crore out-of-school children into the 
school system and reduce dropouts. Reduction in the burdensome 
syllabus, focus on vocational education and environmental education are 
crucial aspects well covered by NEP. Students will be much more 
empowered and have the opportunity to choose the subjects they wish to 
learn. The policy gives a fillip to holistic education by envisioning the 
convergence of science and arts streams. The focus on ethics and human 
and Constitutional values will go a long way in the creation of an 
enlightened citizenship essential for deepening our democratic roots. 
A much-discussed stipulation in the new education policy stresses that the 
medium of instruction until at least fifth grade (preferably eight grade) will 
be in a regional language that is recognized as being native to India. This is 
a welcome step, as mother tongue plays a highly critical role in the overall 
development of the child. Mother tongue, which a child hears right from 
the moment he or she is born, provides personal identity, connects with 
culture and is crucial for cognitive development. 
In spite of the stress laid on regional languages, the policy states clearly 
and unequivocally that there would be no imposition of any language and 
no opposition to any language. This is indeed a welcome move. 
 
Overall a very balanced policy which shall go a long way in developing the 
talent and equip them to take up a leadership position at the global level. 
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    Principles and Vision of NEP 

                                                                                       -Ms Arti Mittal 

 

Key Points 

- Focus on regular formative 

assessment for learning 

 - Respect for diversity and respect for 

the local context 

- Synergy in curriculum across levels of          

education 

 - Teachers and faculty as the heart of 

the learning process 

 

 

 

Ms. Aarti Mittal began the webinar with explaining the purpose of the 

education system. As per NEP, 2020, the purpose of Education is to 

develop good human beings capable of rational thought and action, 

possessing compassion and empathy, courage and resilience, scientific 

temper and creative imagination, with sound ethical values.  

The Policy aims at producing engaged, productive, and contributing 

citizens for building an equitable,  inclusive, and plural society as 

envisaged by our   Constitution. She also explained the characteristics of 

a Good     Education System. 

She elaborated Fundamental Principles of NEP 2020 which are as 

follows:  

-Recognizing, identifying, and fostering the unique capabilities of each 

student, 

-To achieve Foundational Literacy and Numeracy by all students. 

-Flexibility to choose Learning Trajectories 

- No hard separations, Emphasis on conceptual understanding,  

- Creativity and critical thinking, 

-Ethics and human & Constitutional values, 

She further explained that this Policy envisages that the curriculum and 

pedagogy of our institutions must develop among the students a deep 

sense of respect towards the Fundamental Duties and Constitutional 

values, bonding with one’s country, and a conscious awareness of one’s 

roles and responsibilities in a changing world. 

 

 



 

 
 

   

 

  

 
Inquiry-based learning and development 
of critical thinking : Assessment 
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the children falling in the age group of 3 

to 6. ECCE at Anganwadis/Pre-

School/Balvatika will ensue upon the 

education which is free and safe.  

She further explained that ECCE 

propagates Multifaceted Curriculum 

which is flexible in nature and is based 

on the principle of learning while doing. 

Here, she further added that inquiry 

based learning and development of 

critical thinking should be developed . 

the learners right from the 

inception.While your main goal of 

distributing a newsletter might be to sell 

your product or service, the key to a 

successful newsletter is making it useful 

to your readers. 

Resource person, Ms Yukti Lao explicitly 

talked about Foundational Learning 

Curriculum where she further explained 

that the age group 3-8 is broadly 

classified in two parts; age group 3-6 in 

ECCE and age 6 to 8 in class I and II in 

primary school. She further stated that 

the prior to age 5 the child will attend 

“Preparatory Class” or “Balvatika” (i.e., 

before Class 1. Not only this Universal 

Access to Education will be ensured for 

Concluding Points 

-ECCE for all by 2030: National 

Curriculum Framework for 

ECCE(NCERT) 

-Preparatory class/Balvatika for 5-6-

year-old children in 

Anganwadis/pre-schools. 

-School Preparation module for all 

class 1 entrants. 

-Setup of Bal Bhavans. 

NEP lays stress on developing realistic and achievable learning outcomes. The focus 

should be on core concepts, higher order and foundational skills. 

Resource person, Ms. Neha Checondra explained that the need of the 

hour suggests us to bring a change in the culture or we can say the nature 

of assessment. Assessment procedure will undergo a change. The focus 

will be on teaching of core concepts, HOTS and AI based software. 

 NEP lays stress on developing realistic and achievable learning outcomes. 

The focus should be on core concepts, higher order and foundational 

skills.  

She further expounded that the report card plays an important role in the 

life of a student, hence the same needs to be 360 degree multi-

dimensional. The customized report card should reflect the progress and 

uniqueness of the learner in the cognitive, socio-emotional and 

psychomotor domains. Not just the report cards alone, every student 

must be given an elaborate portfolio describing his school journey and 

undying association with school. 

Early Childhood Care & Education 
 

the foundation of learning 

-Ms Yukti Lao  
    - Ms Neha Chechondra 
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Highlights 

The draft NEP states that 

attainment of foundational 

skills (reading, writing and 

arithmetic) has to be the highest 

priority for school education, which, 

if not achieved, would render all 

other policy efforts irrelevant for a 

large proportion of our children. It 

calls for achieving foundational 

literacy and numeracy for all 

children in primary school and 

beyond by 2025 to become an 

immediate national mission for the 

country. 

Provision of ECE for all children 

aged 3-6 years 

The draft NEP emphasizes the role 

of early childhood education (ECE) 

in ensuring that children are school-

ready when they enter grade 1. 

 

The resource person, Ms. Deepika explained the participants that the 

Policy recognizes the severe learning crisis with respect to early language 

and mathematics and accords it the highest priority. 

She also stated that according to this policy, every student in Grade 5 

and beyond should achieve foundational literacy and numeracy till grade 

5. She talked about the viable methods to be explored to support 

teachers in the mission of attaining universal foundational literacy and 

numeracy. She further explained that Chapter -2 of NPE suggest that 

Nutrition and learning are linked. The midday meal programme will be 

expanded - both a nutritious breakfast and a midday meal will be 

provided to pre-primary and primary school students 

She further elucidated that Grade 1 students will undergo a three-month 

long school preparation module. Not only this the pupil-teacher ratio will 

fall under 30:1 and the nutrition and health (including mental health) of 

children will be addressed, through healthy meals and the introduction 

of well-trained social workers, counsellors, and community involvement 

into the schooling system. 

She concluded by saying that every literate member of the community 

could commit to teaching one student/person how to read which will 

further change the country’s landscape very quickly. 

Foundation Literacy & Numeracy 
 
 

-Ms Deepika Khurana  

Allowing the child to express herself in her mother tongue, with a reduced 
curricular load, focusing on creativity and critical thinking, building a 

culture of reading and communication, would all lead to the child gaining 
felicity in her language, initially with oral expression and later with 

reading and writing. 

Conclusion 

“ 



 

 What NEP 2020 has for teachers? 
   

 

  

 
NEP can help make India a knowledge-
based economy 
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and our nation. Ma’am further 

went on to elucidate the objective 

stated in this chapter of NEP that 

the state must ensure that all 

students at all levels of school 

education are taught by 

passionate, motivated, highly 

qualified, professionally trained 

and well-equipped teachers. 

Ms. Mukul Jha expounded that 

the policy envisages teachers as 

the ‘most important members of 

our society and the torchbearers 

of change.’ The success of any 

effort to foster quality education 

is dependent upon the quality of 

the teacher. The motivation and 

empowerment of teachers is 

required to ensure the best 

possible future for our children 

Highlights 

-Effective teacher recruitment and 

deployment. 

-School environment that is 

conducive to quality education. 

-Continuous Professional 

development. 

-Career Management 

-Approach to teacher education. 

 

Not just changes in TET and BEd courses, NEP also suggests policies for teachers who have already been 

hired including mandatory courses, setting up of national professional standards, no transfer policy and 

digital management of hiring and vacancies in schools across country. 

Ma’am extensively discussed about the Recruitment and Deployment. She 

stated that policy underlines the fact that recruitment of teachers will be 

done through a robust process based on comprehensive teacher 

requirement planning at all schools, with preference given to local 

teachers and those fluent in the local language, while ensuring diversity. 

Not only this continuous teacher professional development will be based 

upon a flexible and modular approach, with teachers choosing what they 

want to learn and how they want to learn it. Furthermore, transfers will be 

conducted through an online computerized system that ensures 

transparency.  

She said that TETs will be covered at 4 steps (Foundational, Preparatory, 

Middle &Secondary). She informed that to ensure an adequate number of 

teachers across subjects particularly in subjects such as art, physical 

education, vocational education, and languages teachers could be 

recruited to a school or school complex and the sharing of teachers across 

schools could be considered in accordance with the grouping of schools 

adopted by governments. 

She further stated that teachers will be exempted from non-teaching 

activities in order to fully concentrate on teaching- learning duties and 50 

hours of CPD programmes will be required to be appreciated by all 

teachers for set/improvement and learn latest innovations & researches in 

their profession. 

Teachers: Torchbearers of change 
 -Ms Mukul Jha & Ms Rekha Sharma  

 



 

 
 

 

School Education I Effective Governance 
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Key Points 

-Fostering integrated education. 

-Improved support to teachers. 

-Effective governance through 

schools. 

-Administration and management. 

-  

 

 

Ms. Navani said that while the establishment of primary schools in every 

habitation across the country-driven by the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), 

now subsumed under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme and other important 

efforts across the States – It has helped to ensure near-universal access 

to primary schools and  led to the development of numerous very small 

schools. She specified that  state governments will group schools into 

complexes according to population distribution, connectivity and other 

local considerations by 2023. There after the school complexes will 

break the isolation of small schools, and create a community of teachers 

and principals who can work together and support each other - 

academically and administratively. This way the school complex will be 

the primary administrative unit of the public school system. 

She further added that the school complex will be a semi-autonomous 

unit that will offer education from the Foundational stage till Grade 12 

consisting of one secondary school (Grade 9-12). Also, The Principal of 

the secondary school will be the head of the school complex. She shared 

that NEP 2020 will ensure that adequate number of counsellors/trained 

social workers and teachers (shared or otherwise) for teaching all 

subjects including art, music , sports, languages, vocational subjects, etc. 

 

 

 

She summed up her part by underlining the fact that un-utilized capacity 

of school infrastructure could be used to promote social, intellectual, 

and volunteer activities for the community and to promote social 

cohesion during non-teaching / schooling hours and may be used as a 

“Samajik Chetna Kendra” 

    Efficient Resourcing and Effective 
Governance through School Complexes       

                                                                                       -Ms Rekha Navani 



 

 Vocational education  
   

 

  

  Vocational education needs structural changes 
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pathways to continue with their 

chosen vocations in higher 

education. He apprised that this 

policy aims to overcome the social 

status hierarchy associated with 

vocational education and requires 

integration of vocational 

education programmes into 

mainstream education in all 

education institutions in a phased 

manner. 

Mr. Ravi apprised that one of the 

primary reasons for the small 

numbers of students receiving 

vocational education is the fact 

that vocational education has in 

the past focused largely on Grades 

11–12 and on dropouts in Grade 8 

and upwards. He discussed that 

students passing out from Grades 

11–12 with vocational subjects 

often did not have well-defined 

Headlines 

- The NEP states that “at least 50% 

of learners” going through the 

school and higher education system 

shall have exposure to vocational 

education”. 

- Vocational exposure at early ages 

in middle and secondary school, 

quality vocational education will be 

integrated smoothly into higher 

education. 

- Setting up “skill labs” in 

collaboration with polytechnics and 

local industries. 

 

The NEP states that “at least 50% of learners” going through the school and higher 

education system “shall have exposure to vocational education”. 

Beginning with vocational exposure at early ages in middle and secondary 

school, quality vocational education will be integrated smoothly into 

higher education. It will ensure that every child learns at least one 

vocation and is exposed to several more. He informed that by 2025, at 

least 50% of learners through the school and higher education system 

shall have exposure to vocational education, for which a clear action plan 

with targets and timelines will be developed. 

He further explained that vocational education will be integrated into all 

school and higher education institutions in a phased manner over the next 

decade. Focus areas for vocational education will be chosen based on skills 

gap analysis and mapping of local opportunities. This Framework will 

provide the basis for Recognition of Prior Learning. Through this, dropouts 

from the formal system will be reintegrated by aligning their practical 

experience with the relevant level of the Framework.  

He further stated that the credit-based Framework will also facilitate 

mobility across ‘general’ and vocational education.  

He concluded by saying that “A holistic and multidisciplinary education will 

help develop well-rounded individuals that possess critical 21st-century 

capacities in fields across the arts, humanities, languages, sciences, social 

sciences, and professional, technical, and vocational fields; an ethic of 

social engagement; soft skills, such as communication, discussion and 

debate; and rigorous specialization in a chosen field or fields.” 

Reimagining Vocational Education 

-Mr. Ravi  

“ 
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Headlines 

NIOS and State Open Schools will 

offer the following programmes: 

1) A, B and C levels that are 

equivalent to Grades 3, 5, and 8 of 

the formal school system;  

2) Secondary education 

programmes that are equivalent to 

Grades 10 and 12;  

3) Vocational education 

courses/programmes; and adult 

literacy and life-enrichment 

programmes. 

 

 

Mr. Suman explained that  NEP 2020 lays emphasis on universal access 

to schools for all children in the next decade. It stressed on increasing 

the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) and putting a stop to the spiraling drop-

out rate in India.  

One of the primary goals of the schooling system must be to ensure that 

children are enrolled in and are attending school. Through initiatives 

such as the Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (now the Samagra Shiksha) and the 

Right to Education Act, India has made remarkable strides in recent 

years in attaining near-universal enrolment in elementary education. 

However, the data shown by Mr. Suman for later grades indicates some 

serious issues in retaining children in the schooling system. 

It is common knowledge that financial constraints or domestic chores 

are the main reasons cited by people for dropping out of education. But 

data from the National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) shows that 13 out 

of every 100 Indians between 5-29 years did not attend school or 

dropped out because they did not consider education necessary.  

A concerted national effort will be made to ensure universal access to all 

children of the country to obtain quality holistic education–including 

vocational education - from pre-school to Grade 12. 

To facilitate learning for all students, with special emphasis on Socio-

Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs), both formal and non-

formal education modes of learning will be introduced. 

Universal Access to Education 

-Mr. Suman Kr. Jha  



 

 Structure 
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restructuring school curriculum 

and pedagogy in a new 5+3+3+4 

design. She discussed and 

explained how the four stages i.e. 

(Foundation stage, Preparatory 

stage, Middle stage and 

Secondary stage) are designed to 

optimize learning for students 

based on the cognitive 

development of children.  

Covering this Chapter of NEP 

2020, the presenter Ms. Charu Lal 

and Ms. Tarana Sehgal talked 

about how the curricular and 

pedagogical structure of school 

education will be reconfigured to 

make it responsive and relevant to 

the developmental needs and 

interests of learners at different 

stages of their development.  

They explained the key features of 

Headlines 

-Holistic Development. 

- Enhance Critical thinking and 

essential learning. 

-Empower students through 

flexibility in course choices. 

-Curricular integration of 

essential subjects and skills. 

 

The NEP 2020 has reconfigured the curriculum and pedagogy of school education to 5 + 3 + 3 + 4 design 

with an aim to make them responsive and relevant to the developmental needs and interests of learners 

at different stages of their development. 

The main aim to transform the curriculum and pedagogy is to minimize rote 

learning and pedagogy is to minimize rote learning and encourage 21st century 

skills such as critical thinking, creativity, communication, collaboration, 

multilingualism, problem solving, digital literacy, scientific temper, ethics and 

social responsibility.  

The four stages(5+ 3+ 3+ 4 design) aims at developing children according to their 

age : 

 Foundation Stage(3-8yrs) – Rapid brain development, play way method and 

activity-based learning. 

 Preparatory stage(8-11yrs) – Building a play discovery, activity-based learning, 

begin the transition to slightly structured learning but interactive classroom 

learning. 

 Middle stage(11-14 yrs) – Learning concepts in subjects, subject teachers, 

experiential learning within each subject  and exploration of relation among 

different subjects will be encouraged. 

 Secondary stage(14-18 yrs) – 4 years of multidisciplinary study and will build 

subject depth, critical thinking, attention to life aspirations with flexibility for 

students choice of subjects. 

Talking about the holistic development of children, NEP aims at moving the 

education system towards real understanding and away from the culture of rote 

learning as is largely present today. Specific sets of skills and values across domains 

will be identified for integration and incorporation at each stage of learning, from 

pre-school to higher education. 

Ms. Charu Lal also apprised us about the reduction in curriculum content to 

enhance essential learning and critical thinking as planned under NEP 2020. 

Curriculum and Pedagogy in Schools 

-Ms Charu Lal & Ms. Tarana Sehgal  
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Headlines 

-Schools will be provided resources 

for the integration of children with 

disabilities. 

-‘Gender-Inclusion Fund’ to build 

the nation ’s capacity to provide 

equitable quality education for all 

girls as well as transgender 

students. 

- National Assessment Centre, 

PARAKH, will formulate guidelines 

and recommend appropriate tools 

for conducting assessment. 

 

 

 

As per the speakers, this Policy reaffirms that bridging the social 

category gaps in access, participation, and learning outcomes in school 

education will continue to be one of the major goals of all education 

sector development programmes. 

The main points discussed by the presenters Ms. Kuljeet Kaur and Ms. 

Dolly Dhawan were: 

The aim of National Education Policy is to benefit India ’s children so 

that no child loses any opportunity to learn and excel because of 

circumstances of birth or background. 

Bridging these gaps in access, participation, and learning outcomes of 

children belonging to Scheduled Castes will continue to be one of the 

major goals. The Policy acknowledges the importance of interventions to 

promote education of children belonging to all minority communities. 

It is recommended that regions of the country with large populations 

from educationally-disadvantaged SEDGs should be declared Special 

Education Zones (SEZs), where all the schemes and policies are 

implemented to the maximum through additional concerted efforts, in 

order to truly change their educational landscape. 

Talking about the curriculum, any biases and stereotypes will be 

removed, and more material will be included that is relevant and 

relatable to all communities. 

As per Ms Dolly , The  NEP 2020  aims at shaping an education system 

that benefits all of India’s children so that no child loses any opportunity 

to learn and excel because of the circumstances of birth or background. 

Equitable and Inclusive Education 

-Ms Dolly Dhawan & Ms. Kuljeet Kaur  



 

 Standard setting 
   

 

  

 
A progressive roadmap for school 
education 

 
Read more at: 
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/panorama/nep-
2020-a-progressive-roadmap-for-school-education-
869644.html 
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will be continued, but redesigned 

with holistic development as the 

aim. NEP emphasize on only  

Formative Assessment. The 

assessment system will be 

objective and developmentally 

oriented, while ensuring 

accountability. It will have 

multiple sources of feedback and 

assessment, to ensure a full view 

of the performance 

The aim of the public-school 

education system will be to impart 

the highest quality education so 

that it becomes the most 

attractive option for parents from 

all walks of life for educating their 

children. All students will take 

school examinations in Grades 3, 

5, and 8 which will be conducted 

by the appropriate authority. 

Board exams for Grades 10 and 12 

Headlines 

-System architecture and roles in 

school education system. 

-Accreditation for autonomy with 

accountability. 

- Protection of right of child and 

adolescent education. 

 

 

Education must build character, enable learners to be ethical, rational, compassionate, 

and caring, while at the same time prepare them for gainful and fulfilling employment 

 

Read more at: https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/panorama/nep-2020-a-progressive-

roadmap-for-school-education-869644.html 
As explained by Ms. Neha , the key principles and recommendations of this Policy 

regarding the State school education system, the independent responsibilities 

within that system, and the approach to its regulation were as follows: 

1) The Department of School Education, which is the apex state-level body in 

school education, will be responsible for overall monitoring and policymaking for 

continual improvement of the public education system  only. 

2) The educational operations and service provision for the public schooling 

system of the whole State will be handled by the Directorate of School Education 

(including the offices of the DEO and BEO, etc.)  

3) To ensure that all schools follow certain minimal professional and quality 

standards, States/UTs will set up an independent, State-wide, body called the 

State School Standards Authority (SSSA).  

4) Academic matters, including academic standards and curricula in the State will 

be led by the SCERT (with close consultation and collaboration with the NCERT), 

which will be reinvigorated as an institution. The SCERT will develop a School 

Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework (SQAAF) through wide 

consultations with all stakeholders.  

Public and private schools (except the schools that are managed / aided / 

controlled by the Central government) will be assessed and accredited on the 

same criteria, benchmarks, and processes, emphasizing online and offline public 

disclosure and transparency. 

Accreditation for School Education 

-Ms Neha Kaushal  
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Headlines 

- The minimum degree required for 

teaching will be a four-year 

integrated BEd. 

- Stringent action will be taken 

against substandard institutions 

(TEIs). 

- Large pool of outstanding 

senior/retired faculty will be 

established. 

- Special short local teacher 

education programmes will also be 

available. 

 

 

 

As per Ms. Subita Mittal the teacher education institutes and their 

regulatory system are in urgent need of revitalization through radical 

action, in order to raise standards and restore integrity, credibility, 

efficacy, and high quality to the teacher education system. 

Teacher education is vital in creating a pool of school teachers that will 

shape the next generation. Teachers must be grounded in Indian values, 

languages, knowledge, ethos, and traditions including tribal traditions, 

while also being well-versed in the latest advances in education and 

pedagogy. 

A common National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) will be 

developed by the National Council for Teacher Education by 2022, in 

consultation with NCERT, SCERTs, teachers and expert organizations 

from across levels and regions. States/UTs will set up independent State 

School Standards Authority (SSSA). The SCERT will develop a School 

Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework (SQAAF) through 

consultations with all stakeholders. 

By 2030, only educationally sound, multidisciplinary, and integrated 

teacher education programmes shall be in force. 

A National Mission for Mentoring shall be established, with a large pool of 
outstanding senior/retired faculty – including those with the ability to teach 
in Indian languages – who would be willing to provide short and long-term 
mentoring/professional support to university/college teachers. The use of 
technology platforms such as SWAYAM/DIKSHA for online training of 
teachers will be encouraged, so that standardized training programmes can 
be administered to large numbers of teachers within a short span of time. 

 

Teacher Education 
-Ms Subita Mittal  
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-Ms Rekha Goel  

 

a. Interdisciplinary thinking 

b. Discussion 

c. Research 

d. Debate 

e. Innovation  

The session commenced with Ms. 

Rekha Goel’s presentation on 

Chapter 20 of the NEP, titled 

Professional Education. The 

chapter highlights the need to 

prepare professionals of the 

future with an education that 

apprises them of public purpose, 

an education for practice. This can 

be achieved through a pedagogy 

that focuses on the following: 

Headlines 

- Professional education -an 

integral part of the overall 

higher education system. 

- Agricultural education with 

allied disciplines will be revived. 

- Legal education needs to be 

competitive. 

- Healthcare education needs to 

be re-envisioned. 

 

•With regard to legal studies, NEP emphasizes on the curriculum to reflect socio- 

cultural context along with the principles of Justice, history of legal thinking, 

practice of Jurisprudence and other related contexts appropriately and 

adequately. 

•Institutions offering legal education must consider offering them in bilingual 

medium of instruction, one being English and the other being the language of the 

state in which the institution is situated.  

•In addition, students must be assessed at regular intervals. 

•Yet another new feature of Professional Education will be revival of agricultural 

education with allied disciplines. 

•NEP necessitates the revising of the structure, duration and design of the 

healthcare education as well. Students of allopathic medical education must have 

basic understanding of Ayurveda, Unani, Yoga Naturopathy, Siddha, Homeopathy 

and vice -versa. Greater emphasis on community welfare and public health care 

should be a part of Health Care Education curriculum. 

  •Last but not the least, NEP provides guidelines for Technical Education to close 

collaboration between technical education and higher education institutions to 

motivate research has been suggested.  

•Technical education should be offered within multi-disciplinary educational 

programmes. 

 

Professional Education 

The NEP 2020 leads with major changes that aim to bring about the much-needed relief 

from the factory model of education that had restrained much of our students' potential. 



 

 
 

 

Understanding the policy 
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Adult  Education 
-Mr. Ganesh Chandra  

 
Headlines 

- •Age and experience appropriate 

content. 

 - •Industrial training along with 

higher education - Large pool of 

outstanding senior/retired faculty 

will be established. 

- •School colleges, universities and 

public libraries will be strengthened  

 

 

 

The following session by Mr Ganesh Chandra was focused on elaborating 

upon chapter 21 of NEP titled Adult Education and Lifelong Learning. 

Shocking statistics related to adult male and female illiteracy across the 

majority of states in our country showed the path towards 

understanding the need for renewed focus and effort towards Adult 

Education. Following are the new features of the Adult Education 

Programme as outlined by NEP: 

•The government has assigned the responsibility of developing the 

curriculum to a committee to be made from selected members of NCERT 

itself.  

•The curriculum will consist of foundational literacy and numeracy, in 

addition to vocational skill development courses.  

•However, if one so wishes, individuals enrolled in adult education may 

also carry on with formal education after foundational literacy instead of 

opting for vocational skill development.  

•Social Welfare Schemes will be included in the curriculum so that its 

knowledge may help them to utilize it. 

•Online courses and digital library as well as Apps will be designed for 

easy access to the subject content. 

The session aptly concluded with the statistical fact that by 2030, 

majority of our country's population will be in the workforce age group 

and we must utilize this human resource feature, to its fullest by 

investing in adult education. 



 

 
 

   

 

  

 
                                NEP language policy broad guidelines 
                          
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/panorama/nep-
2020-a-progressive-roadmap-for-school-education-
869644.html 
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Promotion of Indian Languages,  
Arts and Culture 

-Ms Vibha Lamba & Ms Harmeet Kaur 

 

holistic development as the aim. 

NEP emphasize on only Formative 

Assessment. The assessment 

system will be objective and 

developmentally oriented, while 

ensuring accountability. It will 

have multiple sources of feedback 

and assessment, to ensure a full 

view of the performance 

Every citizen has the responsibility 

of preserving and promoting the 

culture of the country and our 

efforts as a nation, towards the 

same leaves a lot to be desired. 

The  session by Ms.Vibha and Ms. 

Harmeet emphasized on the steps 

outlined to promote Indian 

languages , art and culture that is 

chapter 22 of the NEP.  will be 

continued, but redesigned with 

Headlines 

-System architecture and roles in 

school education system. 

-Accreditation for autonomy with 

accountability. 

- Protection of right of child and 

adolescent education. 

 

 

The new reforms in the policy also stated the introduction of e-courses in eight major 

regional languages instead of limiting the e-content to Hindi and English. 

 

As explained by the resource persons, the key principles and recommendations of 

this Policy are: 

Three language formula to be initiated from the primary stage of school itself. 

•There should be a steady stream of high-quality learning and print materials 

available in all Indian languages. 

• Language teaching should be undertaken through experiential and interactive 

pedagogy 

•0utstanding local artists must be hired to train students in their respective art 

forms as master instructors in schools and colleges. This would also serve as a 

source of employment for the local artists. 

• Many programs based on Indian art forms will be initiated at University levels 

NRF will be funding research on these subject areas. 

Translation and interpretation, Arts and Museum administration, archaeology , 

artefact conservation, graphic design and web design are some of the high quality 

programs and degrees that  will be introduced with the aim to  have highly 

qualified individuals in place for the efficient administration of museums and 

Heritage sites, which would in turn give a boost to the tourism industry. 

 

 

  



 

 
 

 

Government to set up e-education unit, 
National Educational Technology Forum 
to improve digital infrastructure 
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Online and Digital Education 

-Ms. Priyanka Aggarwal 
-Ms Yojna Bablani  

 

Headlines 

Initiatives for this program: 

1) Pilot studies for online education. 

2) Digital infrastructure. 

3) Online teaching platform. 

4) Bridge Digital Gap. 

 

 

 

The last session by Ms.Priyanka Agarwal and Ms Yojna Bablani discussed 

the use of technology and its integration in educational  Institutions as 

outlined by the NEP and are  as follows: 

•Appropriate integration of Technology into all levels of education to 

support teacher preparation and development, improve teaching & 

assessment, access to disadvantaged groups and streamline educational 

planning and administration must gear up into action. 

•Extensive research is required both on the technological as well as 

educational front in order to accomplish the above said statement. 

• An autonomous body called a National Educational Technology Forum 

(NETF) will be created to facilitate free exchange of ideas on the use of 

technology in assessment planning and administration. 

Leadership of educational institutions, state government, Central 

Government and other important stake holders will be provided with 

the latest knowledge and research as well as the opportunity to discuss 

and share best practices. 

•Educational software will be developed and made available for 

students and teachers at all levels and in all major Indian languages. 

Higher education Institutions will play an active role in conducting 

research on   initial versions of the instructional materials and assessing 

their impact and specific areas such as professional education. 

The session ended with an important reminder that Technology will not 

replace all teachers but teachers who use Technology effectively will 

probably replace teachers who do not. 
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Quality Universities and colleges 

-Mr Prabhat Sharma  

 

rounded, and creative individuals. 

Higher education plays a very 

important role in the overall 

development of our country. As 

India moves to become a 

knowledge economy, more and 

more students will go for higher 

education. Hence, it is very 

important to have set of skills and 

values at this stage of learning. 

The resource person Mr. Prabhat 

Sharma talked about the 

importance of higher education in 

promoting and developing a 

country and also how it 

contributes towards the 

sustainable livelihood. He 

mentioned that NEP 2020 

recommends on quality higher 

education which will aim to 

develop good, thoughtful, well-

Headlines 

- Graded autonomy to colleges, 

through a transparent system of 

graded accreditation. 

- Faculty development for the 

higher education system  

- Community engagement and 

service 

 

 

Higher Education: A New Dawn 

NEP offers transformative roadmaps for College and Universities 

 

Read more at: https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/panorama/nep-2020-a-progressive-

roadmap-for-school-education-869644.html 

The purpose of quality higher education is to create greater opportunities for 

individual employment. It also focuses in achieving a progressive and more 

prosperous nation in future.He also discussed few major problems which were 

faced by the higher education in India like less emphasis was given on the 

development of cognitive skills and learning outcomes , limited teachers and 

institutional autonomy , inadequate mechanisms for merit-based career 

management, less emphasis was given on research universities and colleges, lack 

of funds , use of local languages , large affiliating universities resulted in low 

standards of undergraduate education and ineffective regulatory system. 

He also added that by 2040, all higher education institutions (HEIs) shall aim to 

become multidisciplinary institutions and shall aim to have larger student 

enrolments. The aim will be to increase the Gross Enrolment Ratio in higher 

education including vocational education from 26.3% (2018) to 50% by 2035. 

He talked about the need of establishing a stage-wise mechanism for granting 

graded autonomy to colleges, through a transparent system of graded 

accreditation. 

He concluded the session by explaining that University worldwide, means a 

multidisciplinary institution of higher learning that offers undergraduate, graduate, 

and Ph.D programmes, and engages in high-quality teaching and research and 

community engagement. The present complex nomenclature of HEIs in the 

country such as ‘deemed to be university’, ‘affiliating university’, ‘affiliating 

technical university & ‘unitary university’ shall be replaced simply by university; on 

fulfilling the criteria as per norms. Equal emphasis on teaching and research 

programs will also be given. All the universities, colleges, and HEI 

clusters/Knowledge Hubs will aim to have 3,000 or more students. This would help 

to build vibrant communities of scholars. 



 

 
 

 

Integrating Arts with STEM 
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Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education 

-Ms Meenu Taneja  

 

Headlines 

- Innovative curriculum pedagogy. 

- Students support for learning and 

development. 

- Enhancing opportunities for life 

long learning. 

- Internationalism of higher 

education. 

 

 

 

The resource person Ms. Meenu Taneja explained about how a long 

tradition of holistic and multidisciplinary learning, from universities such 

a Takshashila and Nalanda, to the extensive literatures of India 

combining subjects across field. She also emphasized how the notion of 

a ‘knowledge of many arts’ that included mathematics, science, 

vocational subjects, professional subjects, and soft skills must be 

brought back to Indian education, as it is exactly the kind of education 

that will be required for the 21st century. She also talked about how 

HEIs will provide more opportunities for internships with local industry, 

businesses, artists, crafts persons, etc., as well as research internships 

with faculty and researchers at their own or other HEIs/research 

institutions, so that students may actively engage with the practical side. 

She also talked about the assessment of educational approaches in 

undergraduate education that integrate the humanities and arts with 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) have 

consistently shown positive learning outcomes, including increased 

creativity and innovation, critical thinking and higher-order thinking 

capacities, problem-solving abilities, teamwork, communication skills, 

more in-depth learning and mastery of curricular across fields, increase 

in social and moral awareness, etc., besides general engagement and 

enjoyment of learning. 

 

She also talked about how Internationalization of education will be 

facilitated through both institutional collaborations, and student and 

faculty mobility and allowing entry of top world ranked universities to 

open campuses in India. 

 



 

 Standard setting 
   

 

  

 
                     NEP resonates with idea of inclusion in 

higher education 
Read more at: 
https://www.deccanherald.com/opinion/panorama/nep-
2020-a-progressive-roadmap-for-school-education-
869644.html 
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Equity and Inclusion in Higher 
Education 

-Dr Rashmi Chhaya   

 

faculty member is happy, 

enthusiastic, engaged, and 

motivated towards advancing 

his/her students, institution, and 

profession. As per the policy the 

faculty will be given the freedom 

to design their own curricular and 

pedagogical approaches within 

the approved framework. 

The resource person Dr. Rashmi 

Chayya started with a quote 

“Education is the best friend. An 

educated person is respected 

everywhere. Education beats the 

beauty and the youth.” She 

emphasized on the most 

important factor in the success of 

higher education that is faculty 

motivation levels must be 

addressed to ensure that each 

Headlines 

- Earmark suitable Government 
funds for the education of SEDGs. 

- Enhance gender balance in 
admissions to HEIs. 

- Conduct outreach programmes on 

higher education opportunities. 

 

 

The fundamental principles of NEP root themselves to the core ideas to ‘build an 

equitable, inclusive, and plural society as envisaged’ in the Constitution’ 

The new education policy envisions a complete overhaul and re-energizing of the 

higher education system. Higher education plays a very important role in 

promoting and developing a country and also contributes towards sustainable 

livelihood. 

Dr. Rashmi also briefed us about how the policy recommends the following 

initiatives to be taken to achieve the best, motivated, and capable faculty in HEIs. 

HEIs equipped with the basic infrastructure and facilities, student-teacher ratios 

not too high, freedom to design their own curricular and pedagogical approaches 

within the approved framework, including textbook and reading material 

selections, assignments, and assessments.  

She explained about the dynamics and reasons for exclusion of SEDGs from the 

education system and the need of equity and inclusion in schools and higher 

education sectors. 

 She ended the session by discussing various aim to create a culture of excellence 

that motivates and incentivize outstanding and innovative teaching, research, 

institutional service, and community outreach from faculty members and all HEI 

leaders. 

She further summarized by explaining that the main focus of HEI will now be to 

open entry into vast array of possibilities that can lift both individuals as well as 

communities. 

 



 

 
 

 

Understanding the policy 
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Catalysing Quality Academic Research 

-Ms Pratima Chawla  

 

Headlines 

Activities of NRF 

- Seed, grow, and facilitate research 

- Act as a liaison between 

researchers and relevant branches 

of government as well as industry 

- Recognize outstanding research 

 

 

 

The resource person Ms. Pratima Chawla focused on the importance of 

research in the rapidly changing world. 

She highlighted that despite this critical importance of research, the 

research and innovation investment in India is, at the current time, only 

0.69% of GDP as compared to 2.8% in the United States of America, 4.3% 

in Israel and 4.2% in South Korea. She explained that India has a long 

historical tradition of research, knowledge creation, in disciplines 

ranging from science and mathematics to art and literature to phonetics 

and languages to medicine and agriculture. This needs to be further 

strengthened to make India lead in research and innovation. India, as a 

strong and enlightened knowledge society and one of the three largest 

economies in the world truly needs to grow and catalyze quality 

research in the nation, so, the NEP 2020 focuses on establishing a 

National Research Foundation (NRF). The overarching goal of the NRF 

will be to enable a culture of research to pervade through our 

universities. She further focused that the NRF will provide a reliable base 

of merit-based but equitable peer-reviewed research funding, helping to 

develop a culture of research in the country. 

She explained that all of these aspects are extremely critical for 
developing a research mindset and will definitely help school education to 
evolve a more play and discovery-based style of learning with emphasis on 
the scientific method and critical thinking. 
The new policy seeks to expand access to higher education and 
universities will do research as well as postgraduate and undergraduate 
teaching, some research intensive and others teaching intensive, while 
colleges will be largely teaching at the undergraduate level, a number of 
them having local language or bilingual medium of instructions. 
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